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revolt. Matthew Parker, at one time during the rebellion
in Norwich, attempted from the Oak of Reformation to
persuade the mob to return to their homes, and, when his
appeal failed, begged of them to behave with restraint.
The idealist leaders of the rebels set to work to give their
rebellion practical shape in the form of changes in the policy
of government and the law of the land. Under the guidance
of Kett, the seditious from twenty-two hundreds in Norfolk
and one in Suffolk set down their grievances in the form of a
Petition forwarded to London and presented to the King.
" We pray," they complained in words that will always be
remembered, " thatt all bonde men be ffre for God made
all ffre w* his precious blode shedding." Their petition,
although it contained a clause concerning teaching cate-
chism and some clauses related to vicars and priests, \vas
not concerned at all with religious disputes, The appeals
were addressed to the alleviation of poverty and the safe-
guarding of the common man against the Norfolk gentry,
relentlessly pressing home the advantage of superior
resources and cunning at a time of duress* The petitioners
invited the King to intervene to prevent high rents and dear
wool, to protect common lands and the profit from them,
called for the exposure of false weights and measures, and
asked that river fishing be made free and that some profits
from sea-fishing should be secured to sailors. A few of the
demands were impractical or ahead of the times; but most
were related to questions of policy upon which it would
stretch no one's imagination to suppose that a Tudor
monarch would not be prepared to identify himself with the
wishes of his people.
In London the news of Kelt's good leadership gave place
to alarm at the size of the rebellion. Although the Pro-
tector had some sympathy with the rebels* case, most of the
Council was in favour of strong measures. The temper of
the gentry and their way of looking at the seditious may be
gathered from Sir John Hay ward's description of Kelt's
conduct and rhetorical manner:
" He told them with vehement voice, how they were
overtop'd and trodden down by Gentlemen, and other
good Masters, and put out of responsibility ever to
recover Foot; how whilst Rivers of Riches ran into their
Landlords coffers, they were par'd to the quick, and
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